[A case of diffuse malignant mesothelioma of the pleura with bilateral chylothorax].
We describe a case of bilateral chylothorax with malignant pleural mesothelioma. A 41-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital because of dyspnea. She had no history of exposure to asbestos. A chest radiograph and chest computed tomogram (CT) on admission revealed massive bilateral pleural effusion and a large tumor with pleural thickening in the left lateral and anterior parts of the pleura and mediastinum. Biochemical tests of pleural fluid revealed chyle. Two years before, she had been diagnosed through histological and histochemical examinations as having diffuse malignant pleural mesothelioma of the epithelial type. Chest-tube drainage was performed, and pleurodesis was induced by the intrathoracic injection of OK-432 at 10 KE per dose. The chylothorax disappeared after pleurodesis. To date, reports of malignant mesothelioma with nontraumatic chylothorax have been rare.